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2018 TOTAL Great Ethiopian Run 
Briefing for International Participants 

 
Biggest road race in Africa: since 2002 the Great Ethiopian Run 10km has been the 
biggest road race in Africa. 16 years ago the total participation was 16,500; this year it will 
be around 44,000. What makes the run special is the feeling of it being a big street party, 
where (with the exception of a few hundred elite runners competing for sizeable cash 
prizes) noise, colour, music and excitement count for much more than covering the 
distance at speed. Ten live bands play around the course and the event is given three 
hours of live coverage on national TV. 
 
Race Registration: apart from your registration confirmation from Q-buster, you will not 
receive any of the materials found in your race pack (race t-shirt, race programme, pasta 
party ticket) until the week before the race when you are in Addis Ababa. See below about 
race pack collection. 
 
Race Pack collection for individuals: if you registered as an individual - not as part of a 
group - you must collect your race pack from the Great Ethiopian Run Welcome Desk in 
the main lobby of the Hilton Addis Ababa between Wednesday 14th November and 
Saturday 17th November (9am to 6pm). Your race pack will contain your t-shirt which you 
must wear at Sunday's run. Your t-shirt size was specified at the time of your entry. Also 
included in your race entry is a free ticket to the pre-race pasta party which takes place at 
the Hilton Addis Ababa from7pm on Saturday 17th November. Please note that if you are 
registering as an individual, you must collect your race pack yourself. If you have any 
questions about your race pack collection, please speak to Ruth Duncan 0913-286438, but 
please note that this number will only be in use between 15th and 17th November – you 
will not get a response if you call before Thursday 15th November. 
 
Race pack collection for groups: if you are a group coordinator and wish to collect your 
packs as a group, you should do this from the Great Ethiopian Run Race Office at the 
Hilton between Wednesday 14th November and Saturday 17th November (9am to 6pm). 
Please ask at the Welcome Desk for directions to the Race Office situated inside the hotel. 

Arriving at Meskel Square on race day morning: you should aim to arrive at Meskel 
Square by 7.30am, particularly if you are starting in the first wave (Green Wave) and will 
therefore need to line up further forward. Please follow signs for entry into Green Wave 
start. The much larger group of participants will start in the second wave (Red Wave). All 
participants should have arrived in Meskel Square by 8am. 

Race Start: the race is started in two waves: the first 'green' wave is for those aiming to 
run under one hour, and the second 'red' wave 10 minutes later for those expecting to 
take more than one hour. If you have entered an expected finishing time of 'less than one 
hour' your race t-shirt will have green-coloured sleeves; if you have entered as 'more than 
one hour' your race t-shirt will have red-coloured sleeves. You must wear your race t-shirt 
for the competition, and your t-shirt sleeve colour will help you to line up in the correct 
wave position when you arrive at the start. Start times are: 8.50am (green wave) and 9am 
(red wave). 
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On arrival at the airport: you will first need to get your entry visas - see below - and for 
this you need to give your address in Ethiopia. It’s also probably easier to buy Ethiopian 
birr at the airport - there are a couple of currency exchange counters in the airport near 
to passport control. Some first-time visitors to Ethiopia find the process of getting a visa 
a bit chaotic, a kind of ‘everyone for themselves’ experience. Although this is not true of 
every visitor’s experience, it’s best to warn you just so that you are prepared! After getting 
your bags (remember to keep your bag receipts from your flight departure) go through 
into the Arrivals Hall and from there proceed to the car park outside for taxis and airport 
pick-ups. 

Visas for entry into Ethiopia: some of you will have obtained e-visas for your entry to 
Ethiopia which are now available to nationals from most European countries as well as 
from USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. If you decide to wait until you 
arrive at Bole International Airport in Addis Ababa, you will need the equivalent in £, $ or 
euro of $50 for a one month tourist visa. 

Running for charity: Organisers are also hoping to raise more than 1.6million birr for the 
official race charity “Running For A Cause” in addition to funds raised for other charitable 
causes, many of which are again being supported by our international participants. 

Children's Races: every year Great Ethiopian Run stages races for children aged 2 to 11 
in conjunction with the main international 10km race. This year these races take place on 
Saturday 17th November at the Ethiopian Youth and Sports Academy near Imperial Hotel 
starting at 8am. To attend these races as a spectator, you will need a Spectator Pass and 
to obtain a pass you need to complete a form that will be available at the Great Ethiopian 
Run Welcome Desk at the Hilton (from 9am on Wednesday 14th November and no later 
than 6pm on Friday 16th November). Please note that any spectators trying to gain access 
without an official Spectator Pass will not be admitted. 

Pre-race pasta party: this year's pre-race pasta party will take place at the Hilton Addis 
Ababa on Saturday 17th November starting at 7pm. We are hoping that Haile Gebrselassie 
will again be joining us at this event, giving you your best chance for a photo with 
Ethiopia's greatest long-distance runner. 

Closing Date for registration for international participants: the closing date for 
registration for international participants is Sunday 11th November. 
 
Official Travel Partner: Tadele Travel is delighted to be acting as the official travel partner 
for Great Ethiopian Run. If you require any help or advice about specific aspects of your 
trip, do please contact Richard at richard@tadeletravel.com or call him on +44 7986 
732786 before 11 November. Richard will be in Addis Ababa for race week. 
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